This theorem is first proved in the particular case where the strictly Poisson stable orbit is contained in a non-trivial minimal set, using the description of the flow near non-trivial minimal sets on 2-manifolds given in [2] . The general case is proved using this and a cutting and pasting technique.
Let (U, M,f) denote a (continuous) flow on a metric space M. We shall use the convenient notation/(/, x) = tx and f(Ix A) = IA, if /<= U and A <= M. The orbit of the point XGM will be denoted by C(x). We recall that L + (x) = {yeM:t n x^y for some / n -> + oo} is the positive limit set of the point xeM. The negative limit set L~(x) is defined analogously.
The We also recall that two flows (U,M,f) and (U,N,g) are topologically equivalent if there is a homeomorphism h:M^> N sending orbits onto orbits preserving their time orientation. The reader is referred to [3] for the undefined terms used in the sequel. Let F denote the set of singular points of a given flow and G the set of points whose orbits are homeomorphic to U. LEMMA One can prove that the simple closed curves C n , n e N, do not separate N + for large enough values of n, using an argument similar to that used in the proof of Lemma 6 in [8] . Thus, we may assume that none of them separates + -C x and x n -*• x, in either case the simple closed curves C' n , n > 2, do not separate N x for large values of n. Consequently, we may assume that N± -C' z is a connected 2-manifold with one or two ends, and its end-point-compactification is a closed 2-manifold of genus smaller than the genus of N v Continuing this process we arrive after a finite number of steps at a flow on a 2-manifold of genus zero carrying C(x), which contradicts the Poincare-Bendixson Theorem.
Let (M,M,f) be a flow on a closed 2-manifold which is not topologically equivalent to a Denjoy or irrational flow. Let C(x) be a strictly

